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FORTY-S8ECOND DAY.

SENATE CHAMBER,
AUSTIN, February 28, 1889.

Senate met pursuant to adjourn-
ment.

Lieutenant-Governor Wheeler in the
chair,

Roil called.

Quorum present. _

Prayer by the Chaplain, Dr, Smoot.

On motion of Senator McDonald,

The reading of the Journal of yes-
terday was dispensed with,

The following messages were re-
ceived from the House:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
AUSTIN, February 28, 1889,

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the

Senate: -

Sir—I am directed to inform the
Senate that the House has passed
House substitute bill for Benate biil
No. 1, a bill to be entitled **An aet to
Provide for the printing and publish-

ng the declsions of the Supreme Court
and of the Court of Appeals for the
State of Texas,” under a suspension of
& constitutional ruleand and by atwo-
;{Jlslirdg vote, there being yeas, 82; nays,
W. M. IMBODEN,
Chief Clerk of the House,

HoUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
AUSTIN, February 28, 1889,

Hon, T. B. Wheeler, President of the
Senate:

Sir—The House has passed, under
a suspension of the constltutional rule
and by a two-thirds vote—91 ayes, no

-nays, :

House hill No. 436, a bill to be enti-
tled ‘“An act togrand a new charter to
the city of El Paso.” _

W. M. IMBODEN
Chief Clerk House of Repraaenta.t{ves.

HouskE oF REPRESENTATIVES,
AUSTIN, February 28, 1889,

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the
Senate

BirR—The House has given the
House members of the conference
committee on substitute House bill
No. 21, known as the bill to validate
certain sales of the Land Board, free
conference powers. .

W. M., IMBODEN
Chief Clerk Houee of Representa.tlves.

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS.

By Senator Kimbrough:

Memorial from manufaeturers of the-
city of Dallas, praying for relief from
excessive freight rates, and recoms--
mending that a maximum rate of nut
exceeding twenty-five cents per hun--
dred pounds for the first hundred
miles and twelve and one-half cents.
per hundred pounds for each addition~
al hundred miles.

Referred to Committee on Internal
Improvements.

By Senator Seale:

Petition of citizens of Tyler county,
asking to be relieved from the opera-
tion of the game law. .

" iR.efer::ed to Committee on State Af--
airs., . )

Petition of Burkeville Grange No.
976, favoring a railroad commission.

Referred to Committee on Internal’
Improvements.

Petition of citizens of Polk county,.
favoring a railroad commission,

Referred to Commitiee on Internal
Improvements.

By Senator Simkins;

Petition of fifty-three citizens of
Freestoue county, favoring a railroad
commission and the confinuation of"
the occupation tax.

Referred to Commitiee on Internal
Improvements.

By Bensator Stephens:
Petition of citizens of Young county, .
opposing a railroad commission.
ferred to Committee on Internal
Improvements.

By Senator McDonald:

Petition of five citizens of Lamar
e?unty, favoring a railroad commis-.
sion. '

Referred to Committee on Internal
Improvements. -

Protest of fortg—nlne merchants and .
farmers of Clarksville against a rail-
road commisaion.

Referred to Committee on Internal
Improvements.

By Benator Burney: .

Petition of one hundred citizens of -
Mason county favoring a railroad com- -
misgion.

Referred to Committee on Internal
Improvements, .

By Senator Stephenas:
Resolution of Montague county:
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Farmers’ Alliance, No, 188, favoring a
railroad commission.

Referred to Committee on Internal
Improvements.

By Senator Woodward:

Resolution of Atascosea county
Farmers’ Alliance, favoring a railroad
commission.

Referred to _Committee on Internal
Improvements,

Resolution of DeWitt county Allia-
ance, favoring a railroad commisgion.

Referred to Commitfee on Internal
Improvements. '

By Senator Sims:

Petition of citizens of Comanche
c;mnty, opposing a railroad commis-
sion,

- Referred to Committee on Internal
Improvements.

By Senator Ingram:

Petition of citizens of Panola county,
favoring a railroad commission.

Referred to Committee on Internal
Improvements.

By Senator Burges: ‘

Petition of thirty-nine voters of
Guadalupe county, favoring a railroad
conmuission.

Referred to Committee on Internal
improvements.

REPORTS OF STAXDING COMMITTEES.

By Senator Woodward:

CoMMITTEE Rooxn,
AUsTIN, February 27, 1889,

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the

Sencate:

Your Committee on Counties and
County Boundaries, to whom was
referred

Senate bill No. 105, entitled “An act
1o add section 9a to chapter 76, acts of
1879, entitled an act to give effect to
section 2, article 9, of the Constitution,
regulating the manner of removing
and locating county seats,”

Have had the same under considera-
tion, and instruet me to report it back
to the Senate with the recommenda-
tion that it do not pass.

All of which is respectfully submit-

zed.
WOODWARD,
Chairman.

Bill read first time.

CoMMITTEE Rood,
AUsTIN, February 27, 1589.

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the
Senate:

Your Committee on Counties and
County Boundaries, to whom was re-
ferred

House bill No, 200, entitled ‘“An
act to create and provide for the or-
ganization of the county of Irion,”’

Have had the same under considera-
tion, and instruct me to report it back
totheSenate with the recommendation
that it do pass.

All of which is respectfully sub-
mitted.

WOODWARD,
Chairman.

Bill read first time.

By Senator Cranford:

JOMMITTEE RooOM,
AvusTIX, February 28, 1849,

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the
Senute:

Your Committee on State Affairs, to
whom was referred

House bill No. 436, entitled ““An act
to grant a new charter to the city of
El Paso,”

Have i]ad the same under considera-
tion, and instruet me to report it back
to the Senate with the recommenda-
tion that it do pass.

. é\ll of which is respectfully submit-
ed,
CRARFORD,
Chairman.
Bill read first time.

By Senator Davis:
CoMMITTEE Rood,
AvusTIN, February 28, 1859, .

Hon. T. B. Wiheeler, President of the

Senate:

Your Committee on Private Land
Claims, to whom was referred

Senate bill No. 252, entitled ““An act
supplemental to an act for the relief
of Erastus Smith, approved November
11, 1836,"

Have had the same under consider-
ation, and instruet me to report it
back to the Senate with the recom-
mendation that it do pass,

This bill authorizes the Commis-
misgioner of the General Land Office
to issue to the heirs of Erastus Smith
a certificate for one league and one
labor of land, to be located upon any
vacant public lands of the State.
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All of which is jrespectfully sub-
mitted. ’
DAvis,
Chairman.

Bill read first time.

CoMMITTEE RooM,
AUsTIN, February 28, 1889,

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the
Senate:

rm Your Committes on Public Health,
to whom was referred

Senate bill No, 257, entitled ‘“An act
to create a State board of health, to

re:;algl’n the spread of diseases in this
tate,

Have had the same under conside a-
tion, and instruct me to report it back
to theSenate with the recommendation
that it be considered in connection
with Senate bill No. 239, on the same
subject.

All of which is respectfully sub-
mitted.

ATLEE,
Chairman,
Bill readifirst time.

By Senator Atlee:

ComMITTEE ROOM,
AUSTIN, February 28, 1889.

Hon. T. B." Wheeler, President of the
Senate:

Your Committee on Public Health,
to whom was referred »

Senate bill No. 239, entitled ‘‘An
act to create a State board of health
for the better protection of life and
health and the prevention of the
gspread of diseases in the State of

exas,’!

Have had the same under consider-
ation, and instruct me to report it
back to the Senate with the recomnmen-
dation that it do pass.
t.ec?u of which is respectfully submit-

ATLEE,
: Chairman.

Bill read first time.

By Senator Burney:

CoMMITTEE ROOM,
AUsTIN, February 27, 1889,

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the
Senate:

Yoar Committee on Education, to
whom was referred
N |Benate bill No. 268, entitled ‘“*An act
to establish county academies to teach
industrial training and to make ap-
propriations therefor,”
ave had the same under considera-
tion, and instruct me to report it back
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to the Senate with the recommendas

tion that it do pass.
All of which is respectfully sube
mitted.
BURNEY,
Chairman,

Bill read first time.

By Senator Abercrombie:

CoMMITTEE ROOM,
AUsTIN, February 28, 1889,

Hon, T. B. Wheeler, Presgident of the
Senate;

Your Judiciary Committee No. 2, to
whom was referred

Senate bill No. 316, entitled ‘“An act
to amend an act passed by the Twen-
tieth Legislature at its regular sese
sion, approved April 2, 1887, entitled
an act to amend an act passed at the
regular session of the Eighteenth
Legislature and approved April 18
1883, entitled an act to amend article
430, of section 1, and fo repeal section
20of an act entitled an act to amend
articles 423, 424, 425, 428, 427, 428, 429
and 430a, and to create article 428 1-2,
and to repeal article 430, of chapter 5,
title 13, of the Penal Code of the Re-
vised ét.atutes, for the protection of
iisli ’?nd game, approved March 15,

481,

Have had the same under consideras
tion, and instruct me to report it back
to the Senate with the recommenda.
tion that it do pass.

The bill exempts the counties of
Jasper, Newton and Tyler from the
provisions of above act.

All of which is respectfully submit-
ted.

ABERCROMBIE,

Chairman,
Bill read firat time.

By Senator Cranford:

CoMMITTEE RooM,
A USTIN, February 28, 1889,

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the
Senate:

Your Committee on State Affairs, to
whom was referred

House bill No. 7, entitled ‘“An act
to amend sections 7, 14, 15, 28 and 33‘
of the charter of the eity of Houaton,’

Have had the same under considera-
tion, and instruct me to report it back
to the Senate with the recommenda.
tion that it do pass.

All of which is respecifully submit.
fed.
CRANFORD,

Chairman,

Bill read firat time. :
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COMMITTEE ROOM,
AvusTin, February 27, 1889.

Hon. T. B, Whceler, Presidcnt of the

Senate:

Your Committee on Engrossed Bills
have:1 carefully examined and com-

are
P Senate bill No. 297, being '*An act
to authorize the commissioners’ court
of Hidalgo county to issue bonds for
the protection of the court house and
jail and other property from further
erosion of the Rio Grande river, and
to levy a tax to tpay the interest and
principal thereof,”

And find the same correctly en-
grossed,

CRANFORD,
Chairman.

CoMMITTEE RooM,
AUSTIN, February 27, 1889.

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the

Senalc:

Your Committee on Engrossed Bills
have carefully examined and com-
pared

Senate bill No. 303, being *An act
to restore and confer upon the county
court of Wilson county the civil and
criminal jurisdiction heretofore belong-
ing to sald court under the Constitu-
tion and general statutes of the State,
to conform the jurisdiction of the dis-
trict eourt of said county to such
change and to repeal all laws in con-
flict with the provisions of this act,”

And find the same correctly en-
grossed. '

CRAXFORD,
Chairman,

CoMMITTEE RoonM,
AUSTIN, February 25, 1889,

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the

Senate:

Your Committee on State Aftairs, to
whom was referred

Benate bill No. 58, entitled “*An act
to amend section 1 of an act entitled
an act to provide annual pensions for
the surviving indigent soldiers or in-
digent volunteers of the Texas Revo-
lution, and the indigent signers of the
Declaration of Independence, and the
indigent surviving widows of such
soldiers, volunteers and signers, and
to repea'l all laws and parts of laws in
conflict therewith, passed by the Nine-
teenth Legislature,”

Have had the same under consider-
ation, and instruct me to report it back
to the Senate with the recommenda-
tion that the accompanying substitute
therefor do pass.

All of which is respectfully sub-
mitted.
CRANFORD,
Cbairmasan.
Bill read first t'm»> with substitute.

By Senator Lane: -

COMMITTEE Roow,
AUSTIN, February 28, 1689,

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the

Senate:

Your Committee onffRoads and
Bridges, to whom was referredz

Senate bill No. 283, entitled “An act
to -egulate and fix the mode and man-
ner in which county commissioners’
courts shall proceed before being aue
thorized to create an indebtedness ex~
ceeding a certain amount against
counties,’ —_—

Have had the same under consider-
ation and instruct me to report it back
to the Senate with the recommenda-
tion that it do pags.
teé\ll of which is respectfully submit-

LANE,
Chairman.
Bill read first time.

By Senztr McDonald:

CoMMITTEE Rooxr,
AUSTIN, February 28, 1680.

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the

Senate:

Your Judiciary Committee No. 1, to
whom was referred

House substitute Senate bill NoJl1,
entitled “An act to provide for the
printing and publishing the decisions
of the Supreme Court and Court of Ap-
peals for the State of Texas,”

Have had the same under considera-
tion, and instruct me to report it back
to the Senate with the recommenda-
tion that it do pass. )

All of which is respectfully submit-

ted.
McDoONALD,
Chairman.
= BIll read firet time,

CoMMITTEE RooM,
AusTtix, February 28, 188Y.

Hon. T. B. Wkheeler, President of the

Senate:

Your Judiclary Committee No. 1, to
whom was referred

Benate bill No, 814, entitled “An act
to provide for payment of fees to dis-
trict and county attorneys in quo waIr-—
ranto and injunction cases to which
the State f8 a party,” .

Have hiafl the same under consideras™
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tion, and instruct me to report it back
o the Benate with the recommenda-
tion that it do pass.

The bill provides that where the
State recovers judgment in a quo war-
ranto or injunction case the State at-
torney shall be allowed twenty dol-
lars for his services, and the same to
be taxed against the defendant,

é&ll of which is respectfully submit-
ted.

McDoNALD,
Chairman.
Bill read first time.

CoMMITTEE RooM,
AuUsTIN, February 28, 1889,

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the

Senate:

Your Judiciary Committee No. 1, to
whom was referred

House bill No. 305. entitled ‘*‘An
act to quiet land titles 1n the towns of
Socorro, Ysleta and San Elizario,”

Have had the same under considera-
tion, and instruct me to report it back
to the Senate with the recommenda-
tion that it do pass.

The purposes of the bill are set
forth in the title.

All of which is respectfully sub-
mitted.

McDoxNALD,
Chairman.

Bill read first time.

CoMMITTEE RooM,
AUSTIN, February 27, 1859,

Hon. T, B, Wheeler, President of the

Senate;

Your Committee on Publie Lands,
to whom was referred

SBubstitute House bills Nos. 474 and
478, entitled ‘*An actextending for ten
years the payment of the principal of
the purchase money for lands pur-
chased under the two acts of the Leg-
islature herein named,”

Have had the same under consider-
ation, and instruct me to reportit back
to the Senate with the recommenda-
tion that it do pass.

This bill provides for the extension
of the payments on the University and
common school lands.

All of which is respectfully sub-

mitted.
McDoxXALD,

For Committee.
Bill read first tims,

By request of Hon.J. W. Parker,
Senator Claiborne sent up the follow-
ing minority report of joint committee
to visit the penitentiaries, farms, con-
viet camps, ete., to-wit:

LA

MINORITY REPORT,

Minority report of the special com-
1Snittee to visit the penitentiaries of the
tate.

Hon., F. P, Alexander, Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and Hon,
T. B. Wheeler, President of the Sen~
ate:

GENTLEMEN—The undersigned, a
minority of your joint committee of
the Senate and House appointed un-
der, and acting by virtue of House
concurrent resolution passed January,
1889, to visit and examine into the
cond‘ition, management and opera-
tion of the gemtentiaries, the Htate
farm in Fort Bend county and thediffer«
entplantations on which eonvicts are
employcd, and as far as practicable the
railroad camps where they are em-
ployed, to determiné the number of
convicts in the State, te investigate
the practicability of confining all the
conviets within prison walls and the
additional penitentiary room mneces-
gary to the accomplishment of that
end, the best manner of constructing
the same, to devise means to prevent
escapes and prevent competition with
the honest labor of the country, and
after Investigating report the result
to the Lengla.ture, together with
such conditions and recommendations
as they may deem fit and proper, and
also to inquire into the propriety of
constructing additional sewerage at
the Huntaville penitentiary, beg leave
to dissent from the majorfty report
and to submit the following account
of the investigation and its results and
methods, together with such recom-
mendations as are warranted by said
inquiry and its results. While the
minority does not desire to be weari-
some, verbose or prolific, yet it is in-
cumbent on it to pursue and
answer at length the Cousin Sally
Dillard stor of the majority.

Agdetailed in themajority re£ort, the
committee was organized, and on the
last day of the first month of the year
1889, left Austin for Rusk, the com-
mittee having decided to make that
the initial point of the investigation,
Having been previously notified by
one of the committee, Major Goree, ac-
companied by Financial Agent Parish,
met the committee at Jacksonville,
and together we journeyed to Rusk
arriving there in good health an
spirits  at 1 . m,, February
1. At 2 o'clock the committee
met, and a sub-committee composed
of this minority and Senator Atlee
and Representative Brown were de-
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tailed to examine into the books of
the institution and thcse of the finan-
cial agent. OQOur firsi point of observa-
tion was

THE CHAPEL,.

Here we met the presiding chapiain,
Rev. J. C. Woolam, who was evi-

dently well satisfied with his evan-.

gelical occupation, and had the air of
a good man who was in the habit of
drawing his salary regularly. Your
minority did not see many evidences
of grace, nor digcover any great spit-
itual upheaval. It was doubtless prof-
itable to the prisoners in the way of
recreation, being a weekly relief from
the monotony of work and cell con-
finement. If there was gny of ‘“‘the
highest order of church music” it
doubtless went no further tlian ihe
ceiling. 'We heard none of it, and the
majority’s ‘‘concord of sweet sounds’
was never visible to the naked eye.
The stage and theatre at one end of
the building “*was notl used at inter-
vals" during our visit either for the
“edification or amusement of the con-
viets,” N _
THE KITCHEN

next underwent supervision at the
hands of the committee, still accom-
panied by Major Goree and Financial
Agent Parish. This department was
reasonably clean and evidenced care
and attention on the part of those in
charge; but while this is true, the ser-
vice and the menu will not compare
favorably with that of the Drixkill,
Hoffman House or 8t. Charles. The
food looked wholerome and palatable,
*nd there was plenty, but no indica-
tions of any lavish extravagance. The
bill of fare seemed to consist of a pot
Fuurri of meats, vegetables and rel-
shes all beiled together.

The coftee heiler was quite large,
but the committee did not sample it,
and consequently could net judge of
its quulity., That which wasg served
to the commiitee in a scparate apart-
ment was strong and hed & fine flavor.
The conviets ccmplained that the
fluid was hardly s<trong enough to
walk off with the boller and escape
from the penitentiary.

THE BAKERY

was in %ood fix, neat and clean, and
the article of bread on exhibitim made
of fair flour and wholesome; how-
ever, it could not be class-
ed as snow flake, as might be
inferred from the majority report, and
the committee was still accompanied

[by the superintendent and financial
agent., Accompanied by Superintend-
| ent Goree and Mr, Parish, we next in-
gpected the dining hall and theconviets
iat mese, There was an air of cleanli-
'ness about the place. The benches
"and tables were arranged in rows and
“each prisoner was furnished with a
“tinu piate, tin cup and serviceable cut-
lery., There was no chinaware, pearl
handled knives por stver forks and
| Spoons, There wus  plenty’s of
'food, and tlie prisoners secmad to
| ent with a relisli and growing appetite,
i &till under the courtcous surveillpnce
| of Superintendent Gloree and Fivarncial
Agent Purish, we visited the

STORE ROOM

and found it well stored with various
artieles of food, prineipally necessa-
rieg, such as bacon, molasses, sugar
and coffee, tlour, ete., but our examin.
ation was not to the mind of the minor-
ity at least critical enough to deter-
mine whether their quality was ‘“fine
or superfine.” Under the guidance of
the superintendent and financial agent
your committee proceeded to takega

ird’s eye view of the prison ;ﬁ !
TS

| ORCHARD -
which has the appearance of & good
one, and bids fair to be fine. F¥rom

Maj. Goree we learned that it con-
fained tbree or four thousand trees,
young and old, and ‘“was the finest in
the State.” The conviets testity that
in season they are supplied with a
1easonable amount of fruit.

THE OLD ALCALDE LLAST FURXNACE

next invited our attention. This was
to a majority of your committee a
novel and interesting phase of ouvr
spectacular vigit. Manager Rarrett
i was diligent and polite in explaining
|its appcintments and uses. In his
ion‘nion the equipments were first-
relags ana gave general satisfaction,
rand in many conditions of their use
| exceeded his most sanguine ex)ecta-
tions, We witnessed several runs of
twelve or fifteen ‘obs of ore and
were informed by the manager that
this was several tons in excest of the
original estimated capacity. The pig
iron, the result of these runs, is in
great demand, and readily brings In
market one doller and fifty cents to
three dollars per ton more than Penn-
sylvania, Missouri or Alabama iron.
To the Iovers of the awfuli
the grand and the beautifu
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a visit to this mammoth enterprise
will be fraught with incaleulable in-
terest, untold pleasure and valuable
ingtruction, hile the runs are in
progress the crackling, sizzing, seeth-
ing, hissing volumes of liquid iron im-

ress one with the idea that the slum-
gering fires which heaped the molten
lava upon ungodly Pompei and Hercu-
laneuam had escaped from their boul-
der-girded prisons, and that a new
Vesuvius and Atna had sprung, fiery
and Minerva like, from therock-ribbed
and iron-clad mountains of Cherokee
county. At night, the situation is
awe-ingpiring, fascinating, surpassing
the power of pen to picture or language
to describe,

‘The blood red blaze from the cloud
capped cupola sheds a lurid carnival
of light o’er the country for miles and
miles around. The effect is marvelous
and terrific. In comparison there-
with the aurora borealis of the north-
ern skies pales into insignificance.
The night your committee viewed it,
the transcendant brillianey of the
scarlet glare put out the silvery sheen
of the moon, and after the morning
stars had sung together a mournful
dirge instead of their accustomed
joyous refrain, old Sol, the wheels of
the radiant God’s charlot bein clog-
ged, hung his head for very shame
and did not putinan appearance until
midday. Your minority was inform-
ed that local evangelists in this sec-
tion utilized this spectacle, as & warn-
ing to those “who walked in the ways
of the ungodly,” and would on occa-
sions state to their congregations that
after visiting the unexplored bottom-
less pit of the future, they would be
glad of the opportunity to be sentenc-
ed to confinement in the cauldron as a
cooling oft’ station; and during all of
this sight seeing your committee were
closely and hospitably accompanied
%y Maj. Goree and Financial Agent

arish.

THE PIPE FOUNDRY

was the next objective point of in-
quisitorial vigitation, and, accom-
panied by Major Goree and Financial
Agent Parish, this department in all
its ram:fications received our atten-
tion. We were not experts, but were
informed that the ““molds, cases, trav-
elers, heating and drying furnaces for
melting ore all operate like clock work
and are perfect in e(}luipment.” The
E:pe produced is three to twelve

ches in diameter, and, ‘‘as your com-
mittee were informed” (and of
course must  believe), is  of
the best quality. The manufacture

of this piping is now profitable
and will in time become the most val-
uable of the products of the Rusk
branch of the penitentiary system.
While your minority was favorably
impressed with ‘“the energy and ac-
tivity'’ of the convicts here employed,
and would be inclined to laud them
for their zeal in behalf of the State
and the taxpayers, we, notwithstand-
ing the generous hospitality and enter-
tainment previously extended us,
were not in a situation to overlook the
fact that, in and around the working
space there were stationed a goodly
number of sturdy fellows with Colts
pistols and breech-loading shotguns;
and in the background an ever
ready and obh'ﬁinf underkeeper with
a strap which had rung the changes
,on many an embarassed convict who
had declined to Eerform his allotted
task; and notwithstanding their seem-
in fnfatuatiou with their work, the

nority is of the opinion thatin the ab-
sence of restriction, any and all of them
would display and activity an energy
very much superior to that spoken of
in the majority repgort, if an opportuni-
ty was afforded them to leave. In the
absence of time and opportunity for a
more thorough and critical examin-
tion of all the details of the work-
ings of this feature of the
industry, the minority takes pleas-
ure in referring your honorable bodies
to the exhaustive report of Financial
Agent Parish.

And accomlpanied by Major Goree
and Financia Ae%ent Parish your com-
mittee meandered over to

THE FOUNDRY

and found, as far a8 men who knew
nothing of this kind of work could,
that things were in good working or-
der and the department well managed
and conducted. Of course we had in
a great measure to rely upon the in-
formation of those in charge of affairs
who were doubtless well capacitated
to furnish the information. owever,
there were no stoves cast in our pres-
ence. So far owing to competition this
sl!)riove business has not proven profita-

e.

The pillars and girders shown us
as samples of the work, were immense
and the minority is, on the authority
of Manager Barreti, enabled to sfate
that the work will compare favorably
with like character of work turned qut
in any other foundry.

THE MACHINE SHOPS

next attracted our attemtion., There
was no practical machinist in our
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party, and guided by the information
received from those engineering the
vigiting committee, the minority
adopts their oxinion and says that the
machinery is Al and of the latest im-
proved pattern and construction.
There seems to be an insufficiency
in the machinery service, and Man-
ager Barrett, who is thoroughly mas-
ter of the situation, declares the de-
mand for various kinds of works is
vastly in excess of the supply from
the machinery at its present capacity.
He has the machinery now needed
“on his list,”! the estimated cost of
which is sixty-two thousand and
seventy-five dollars, With this
amount of money additional machinery
c¢an be put in operation, and thereby
give employment within the walls to
some three hundred or more convicts.
This branch of iron industry is fur-
nishing the material for the construe-
tion of the furnaces soon to be erected
at New Birmingham, a few miles dis-
tant. In this connection, your minor-
ity present the following: The reports
of Superintendent GGoree and Finanei-
al Agent Parish, supported by the
report of the visiting cornmittee, clear-
ly demonstrates that under unfavora-
ble circumstances the State’s iron in-
terests have been profitable. The
supply of iron ore is inexhausti-
ble and the quality superior to
any yet discovered in America.
It is well known that millions of
capital of private individuals is being
invested in New Birminghem, but a
few miles distant. Lands are being
purchased, furnaces, foundries, mills
and business houses going up and be-
ing constructed. There i3 a probabllity
that thousands of laborers will be em-
ployed, and that which a few months
ago was a comparative wilderness is
go0n te be a positive city. With this
as a predicate, your minority pro-
pounds this pertinent inquiry: Why
cannot the pmtate penitentiary
at Rusk be enlarged, other furnaces
edtablished, increased machinery
purchased and employment given
to nearly, if not quite all, of the
State’s conviete? The industry now
pays a bandsome protit, and the only
drawback in the way of increaged rev-
enue seems to be the contracted char-
acter of railroad ftrangportation. In
this connection your minority suggests
for the consideration of your honor-
able bodies a proposition that the
‘State build arailroad or roads connect-
ing with the trunk lines adjacent, and
that the convicts be utilized in ity con-
struction and equipment. Every con-
vict could be employed in some capac-

itly or other in the furnaces, mines,
pineries, coaling station, ete. It does
not require any great degree of skill
to dig ore, chop wood, cart it,and burn
coal; certainly if in its cramped condi-
tion with limited transportation and
on a small scale there is now ‘a profit
in the business, then grand indeed
must be the results when operated on
the scale suggested.

Still accompanied by Maior Goree
and Financial Agent Parish, your com-
mitiee next encountered

THE HOSPITAL,
and found it admirably adapted

to turnishing attention and
gsome degree of comfort for the

~sick. The presiding steward seemed

competent. We heard no boasting on
the Lart of the invalids as to their
treatment, nor did we hear any con-
demnatory expressions on their part.
In regard to the incurable cases men-
tioned in the majority report the mi-
nority heartily concurs. From the
hospital your committee, aceompanied
as on all other oceasions, entered

THE DISPENSAY,

which was presided over by a conviet
of gentlemanly bearing and attain-
ments. His books were a marvel of
neatness, and, in fact, better kept
than any we ever saw,

THE CLOTHING

of the convicts was warm and com-
fortable, the regulation stripes. Prince
alberts, cutaways and spike tails were
congpicuous only by their absence.
THE BATHIXG, WASHING AND SOAP
department next received the atten-
tion of your cummittee, accompanied
as previously recited, The facilities
for bathing and washing are excellent.
The soap factory and laundry is pre-
sided over by a burly block negro,and
such being the case, it struck your mii-
nority as being a little singular that
there could ever be any white washing
in penitentiary matters.

Accompanied by Major Goree and TIi-
nancial Agent Parish, we next in a
body euncountered

THE PRISOX,

a handsome, well constructed red
sand stone building, conveniently ar-
ranged for the Euflposes to be sub-
served. We walked through the cor-
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ridors and inspected some of the cells.
"They were clean, and the beds and
bedding good enough. The minority
was not informed that the sheets and
pillow cases were changed every day,
nor did we see any convicts who were
offering to exchange feather beds for
spring matiresses.

It was a pleasant change for your
committee to emerge from the prison
and its associations into

THE PRISON PARK,

which is “*a thing of be_aut{ and a joy
forever,” Court shaped in its topo-
graphy, with its grass plots radiantly
green, its lovely walks curbed with
the lava erystals from the blast fur-
naces, and variegated shrubbery, it
presented a strong contrast to the
scenes through which we had lately
passed. The green house is sit-
uated mnear the entrance to
the dinjng Thall, and as the
convict  dinner-ward plods  his
weary way, his languid eye is cheered
by the gorgeous- floral panorama of
roses, geraniums, calacanthus, jesaa-
minesg, pansies, tulips, heliotrope, daf-
fodils and sweet violets, whose aro-
matic fragrance enhances an appetite
already vigorous by reason of ore-bed
and foundry duty in the service of the
State.

Accompanied by the superintendent
and finanecial agent, we made a very
fair inquiry into

THE TREATMENT OF CONVICTS.

complaint was on
- the score of punishment, Yeur
minorit was in a measure
satisfied upon inquiry propounded to
convicts and those in autggrity that
the majority of the complaints were
groundless, although some punish-
ments may have been needlessly in-
flicted upon false accusations. There
was universal dissatisfaction on part
of prisoners with one Ezell, an under-
keeper, the convicts regarding him as
brutal and cruel, and the management

The principal

declaring him an able and efficient ! g
| uted of their mileage and per diem to

officer. Ezell has been a long
time in the business, and as a
guard, assisted several of the

escaping prisoners in ‘‘shuflling off|cial and hied them away, stop in§
' route to take in Alto, & small lo

this  mortal coil.” The means
employed was a breech-loading shot-
gun. Here, your minority would sug-
gest that a long term of service in such
capacity has a tendency to make the
one in suthority brutal, and to be-
“Dumb and dwarf the finer and more
humane faculties and sensibilities,

|
|

|

and it may be that as an underkeeper,
Ezell has outlived his usefulness,
'I;?iken altogether, the minority con-
siders

THE RUSK PRISON

a first vlass place for conviets, and
agrees that it will compare favorably
with other institutions of like char-
acter, and would advise any citizen
looking for a prison berth to get a
requisition for that place. Your com-
mittee, still accompanied as before
stated, having concluded their hasty
examinatior; of Rusk penitentiary, left
(t::ll:a 8pecial train provided them for
t

COALING STATION,

fifteen miles distant, and arrived at
our destination at 12:30 p. m., Febru-
ary 3, 1869, Imn the matter of the de-
scription of the natural scenery about
the camp your minority accept the
majority report, and also as regards
the amount of timber consumed and
coal produced.

The building and all its surround.-
ings is certainly on a very economical
scale. Your minority found that the
men, prisoners employed, were dirty
and greasy and smutty, and looked as
if they were poorly cared for and fed.
The kitchen was unclean and odorous
and the food and its preparation abom-
inable. Two boys here employed com-
plained that they were forced to do
the work of men, to put up one and
one-half cords of wood per day, and
that the task was too onerous for
them. We examined their hands and
found them in a 1most de-

lorable  condition. We found

ere a manificent pack  of
blood hounds, about thirty in num-
ber, seemingly eager for a chase, fat
and sleek and hea thy in striking con-
trast with the coandition of the human
beings at work at the station. Not-
withstanding the poverty of their
surroundings, the convicts had an or-
gan and flute, and made some very
good music. The committee contrib-

their library fund, and after viewing
the landscape o’er, boarded their spe-
en
cal
town, where. after dili-
gent inquiry, they aiscovered and
artook of s0me abominably
ad whisky; it was even a shade
worse and tougher than that provided
at Rusk. Your minority endorse all
that 1s said by the majority in com-

opfion
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mendation of Sergeant Brown and
take pleasure in reiterating the same.
We left the coaling camp at 5:20 p. m.

and at Rusk took supper and a speciaf
for Jacksonville, where we found more
mean whisky, and reached Hunts-
ville, still accompanied by Major Goree
and Financiai Agent I’arish, at 5:20
o’clock p. m., February 4, 1859.

THE VARIOUS INDUSTRIULES

of this branch of thesystem are admir-
ably enumerated in majority report,

THE PENITENTIARY BUILDING
is old and dilapidated, and in no par-
ticular can compare with the one at
Rusk. Inouar ramifications here, as at
Rusk, we made no critical examina-
tions; we were simply curious sight-
seers, and relied implicitly on the
statements of the financial agent and
superintendent for nearly all our in-
formation. The only thing pertaining
to the critical in our examination were
theactual views of prison surroundings
and accommodations vigible to the eye,
and the interrogations propounded to
attaches and convicts, The manage-
ment submitted books and vouchers
to our inspection, but the undertak-
ing was so monstirous in its propor-
tions that the committee dared not
tackle it, and the opinion of the mi-
nority is, that they were not fitted by
education and experience to do so.
Twenty experts could not examine
and pass upon the books, vouchers
and accounts In thirty days. The
minority takes it for granted that all
matters are correct, a¢ reported by
the penitentiary authoritie¢, and in
this respect are no worse off than
my brother committeemen,

As for the manufactured articles,

suppose, as the majority as-
sert, that they were first class,
for in such category they were
placed by the superintendent
and financial agent. The move-
ments of both penitentiaries, like
Henry Ward Beecher’s watch, are in-
comparably regular and corvect; and
in the way of machinery, the minority
would suggest a provision for shops
for the manufacture of improved culti-
vators, and like the majority, for fur-
ther information the minority refers
your honorable bodies to the financial
agent's ‘‘exhaustive report.”

Your committee were treated hand-
somely at this point, were regaled
with fat turkeys, other viands, and
furnished a mucix better quality of
mausic and whisky than at the other
places previously visited. The whisky
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improvement was owing doubtless to
the necessity for the article in & mias-
matic country.

Ac(-.om})anied by Major Goree and
Financial Agent Parish your com-
mittee vigited the

DINING ROOM AND KITCHEN.

These do not compare with those
at Rusk. While the appoint-
of the latter are re-
markably eclean, the condition of
of those at Huntsville is fearful.
There is &]11 around about and every-
where a sfate of uncleanliness that in
any place other than a penitentiary
would amouunt to filthiness. There
wag no complaint of ill treatment on
the part of the convicts, but they did
complain bitterly and loudly, and
justly, of weak coffee and poor food,
and carelessness and uncleanliness in
its preparation. They all spoke in the-
highest terms of that noble gentle-
man, the underkeeper, Captain Smith,
gpeaking of him as firm but kind,
efficient but conservative.

It is but justice to say that the un-
cleanly state of affairs at Huntsville ig’
in ngreat measure due to the dilapi-
dated condition of the structure, its
age and the lack of the proper sewer
facilities, There Iis nothing modern
about i{. The minority is of the opin-
ion that twenty thousand dollars
would put it in tolerably decent shape
and recommend an sappropriation for
that purpose, and if this be not done
suggests that the institution be sold
and the proceeds applied to
the enlargement of the Rusk
penltentiar{r. The construction
of the buildings as compared with
Rusk suggest the id-a that Ossa had
been pile«T on Pelion, and that they
had broken up and settled in the
same locality under the influence of a
eyclone above and an earthquake be-
low, Hoere, as at Rusk, the bookkeep-
ing was principally in charge of the
couvicts, At the

PROVISION DEPARTMENT

we saw, accompanied by Major Goree
and Financial Agent Parish, that there
was & considerable amount of provis-
jong on hand. We merely looked
in, and made no  comparl-
sons or tests as - to  quality
or where purchased or raised, or
whether it was equal to any in the
State, With Major Goree and Finan-
cial Agent Parish, we visited

THE HOSPITAL AND DISPENSATORY.
We found the doectors and nurses as
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attentive and kind as was compatible | them of on the trip, and
with the surroundings. The hospital | if it had been an offense

sorvice is very good, but there is “an !against the law to be a bookkeeper,
old jail”’ and ‘“back-part-of-a-drug- and all of the joint committee ar-
store’’ odor about the place that is un- | raigned at Huntsville and tried none.
pleasant to the olefactory organs of of them would have remained at the
the healthy and strong, and certainly : penitentiary. It looks, at least to a
not conducive to the comfort of the man upa tree, that since their return,

sick and weakly.

In the matter of the sewerage in-
vestigation, the minority is of the
opinion that the health of the in-
mates of the penitentiary and the
citizens of Huntsville demnands, and
appeals to the humanity of your hon-
orable bodies for reliet. We were
waited 1:1pon by the mayor, county
judge and a committee of citizens, who
represented the existing state of af-
fairs, in an earnest but not arrogant
manner; they were naturally solicit-
ous for the welfare and health of their
people. The mayor contended, and
wit good reason, -too, that
the fever epidemic of last fall
was in a great measure owing to the
filth and decay incident to lack of
sewer racilities at the penitentiary.
The minority suggests that this Legis-
lature extend them relief. If any of
the joint committee visited the Wynne
and Johnson farms, it was done while
the majority of the committee were
taking in the Huntsville sights., In
the absence of any knowledge of such
visits, I take It that the information
contained in the majority report with
respect thereto is derived from a care-
ful perusal of the financial agent’s
report, and  must be correct.
This is full and complete on this sub-
ject, and the minority respecfully re-
fers your honorable bodies to the same,
‘‘from fly-leaf to back inclusive.”

Your minority was of the committee
to examine the books of the Hunts-
ville prison. This examination was
on a par with the one ostensibly con-
ducted at Rusk, with the aid of con-
vict bookkeepers, was a magnificent
and gorgeous failure, and was as pyro-
technical in its results as the blast far-
nace illluminations at Rusk. There
way nothing done in the nature
of expert or critical examination and
to have attempted it, with no expert
bookkeeper on the committee, would,
in the judgment of your minority,
have been the height of absurdity. I
agree with the majority that the sys.
tem of bookkeeping is complete, as
stated by the superintendent and
financial agent. Since we returned
from our pleasant junketing expedi-
tion some of the committee have de-
veloped bookkeeping talents, that no
one would have suspected or accused

having had access to and leisure to ex-

ramine with a ‘critic’s and conni-
geur’s’’ eye the penitentiary reorts,
' they are gradually becoming better
| bookkeepers and accountants. In the
matter of bookkeeping for the informa-~
tion of your honorable bodies reference-
is here made to those reports. The.
gtatement of the majority with re-
spect to '

WM. NEAL RAMEY

is correct. Notwithstanding his mis-
fortunes, he has a warm lace in the
hearts of the convicts. ‘Fhey loved
and revered him, and speak highly of
his humanity and regret the sever-
ance of his connection with the insti-
tution. The committee, responding to.
| the cordial invitation of citize..s, vis-
ited the Sam Houston Normal Schoo],
and your minority was inveigled into.
making a speech, which was ap-
plauded vehemently, owing to the
fact that its principal ingredient was:
brevity. We were entertained with
beautiful music and songs by
lovely ladies, cultivated and hand-
some. The minority suggests that
the next committee sent to Hunts-
ville for any purpose be composed of"
batchelors, with a view to ma.rrEing
off this miserable portion of the Leg-
islature. It might be well to mention
here that your committee, notwith-.
stanc1ing the time necessary for their
hypercritical examination of books,
accounts, etc , found time to visit ihe.
last resting place of

SAM HOUSTON.

We wept over the hallowed spot
and reflected on the ingratitude of-
a republic that permitited the
bones of her greatest hero and
statesman to lie in quiescent solitude
with no towering monument or gilde
mausolenm as a landmark to guide-
the pilgrim to his tomb. The :
HARLEM, CUNNINGHAM AND ELLIS.
plantations were not visited by your
minority, because he was a citizen of"
that locality and perfectly familiar
with their workings; but the balance.
of the commiteee started, under the
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attentive supervision of Major Goree
and Financial Agent Parish, and a

portion of them in search of
better  accommodations and a
more congenial clime, left via

Houston for Austin. Your minority
went thence to Houston, where was
discovered a better article of whisky
and some very fine fresh fish and
-oysters. When the minority return-
€d the next day, the remainder of the
majority, still accompanied by Major
Goree and Financial Agent Parish,
were found standing on the side track
anxiously waiting and praying for a
train to bear them away, and in about
eight hours they had carefully exam-
ined into, eritically inspected aund
were enabled to report intelligently
upon these three mammoth
tations. is very evident that the

majority report on the workings of

the
HARLEM FARM

is taken from the financial agent’s re-
port, and the minority accepts the in-
formation for what it is worth, and re-
spectfully refers your honorable bodies
to that document. In regard to the
produects, the minority is informed

that there was wno inventory
made, and mno investigation as
to their character or quality,

except such as is derived from the re-
port cited above. The majority claims
that the net pofits on the Harlem
farm for two years amount to the grat-
ifying sum of sixty-four thousand six

bundred and eighty dollarg
and nineteen cents. The mi-
nority  differs with them to

the tune of one hundred and forty-
three thousand nine hundred and
eighty-eight dollars and forty-seven
cents, In other words, at the proper
time the minority will show that in-
stead of the farm being a source of
profit to the State it is a dead loss,
and during the two years of its con-
duct stands the State out of pocket
seventy-nine thousand three hundred
and eight dollars and twenty-eight
cents, These figures are arrived at
by an actual estimate of the costof the
ranning of th farm, legitimately com-
piied and compared with the sources
whence the majority received their in-
formation. Now your minority sug-
gest« this pertinent inquiry. Ifa farm
which cost

TWEXTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS
to berun by the State costs eighty-

thousand dollars for two years, how
much will a farm purchased for

plan-! ber

TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS

cost the State for the same length of
time. After the application of the

| simple rule of three the incontestible

answer 1s

SIX HUNDRED AND FORTY THOUSAXND
DOLLARS,

Now there may be some “method in
the madness’ of those who wish to
work the convicts in the sugar indus-
try. According to the reports

TIIE MORTALTY AMONG PRISONERS

presents some encouraging figures
in the way of reducing the num-
of convicts. In the last
two years four bundred and ninety-
eight men have been worked in this
industry in Fort Bend county. There
have been twenty-seven escapes and
tifty-seven deaths. At the least this
rate of mortality shows that the sugar
industry, if indulged in to excess and
constantiy pursued will eventually
solve the vexed convict question, and
that it is the most efficacicus and ex-
peditious way of transferrihg conviets
trom the sweets of sugar making to
the “blast farnaces,’”’ presided over

by  his satanic  majesty. And
the~ “third whereas” of the
Senate bill recommmended by the

majority in regard to the humanity of
the farin movement is completely ex-
ploded when the ‘“calcium’’ is turned
on. .

Well, after we left Houston, still
accompanied by Major Goree and Fi-
nancial Agent Parish, we reached
Hearne, and after dividing the com-
mittee in {res partis, proceeded to in-
spect certain farms upon which eon-
victs were employed; Representative
MecGehee, however, went to inspect
the reformatory at Gatesville, A sing-
ular thing happened at Hearue.
The superintendent and finanelal
agent lost their ubiquity and
one went with the party visiting the
Lewis farm, of which numbear your
minority was one, and the other with
the committbe to visit the Rogzers
farm,

The commitiee which visitad

THE LEWIS FARM,

found the same in good shape and
working well., This was one point at
which we found no complaint of bad
treatment. The convicts said they
were provided with a sufficient quan-
tity of well prepared wholesome food.
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They were as cleanly in ap-
pearance as the circumstances,
surrounding and accommodations

of & farm camp would warrant. They
said they nad ample opportunities for
bathing, and if any prisoner was un-
clean it was his own fault. The con-
victs were loud in their praises of the
humanity and government of sergeant
Briggs. They said he would not al-
low the guards to mistreat, curse or
abuse them. .

From Hearne, your committee re-
turned to Austin, and at their very
first meeting were gratified tofind that
they satill had the services, attention
and advice of Major Goree and FKi-
nancial Agent Parish, both being
present and answering to roll call.

Your minority emphatically dis-|
agrees with the majority, in that the
agsert that both.penitentiaries are full
to overflowing. On the contrary, we
learned upon the information of Bu-
perintendent Goree and Financial
Agent Parish that there was room for
three hundred at Rusk and as much
more room at Huntsville.

Your minority agrees with the

ority in the matter of competition
with honest labor. All men are daily
competing with each other, both in

*and out of the penitentiary.

" Your minority having met the de-
mands of the situation and given s
gla.in, unvarnished report of the jun-

eting ax;i)edition, of their examina-
tions and investigations, respectfull
submit for your consideration the fol-
lowing recommendations, to-wit.:

First. The law of theft should be
so amended that all larcenies under
fifty dollars shall be misdemeanors,
and if this be done, according to the
statistics of the financial agent, in a
few years the State can confine all its
prisoners within the prison walls,

Second. The Legisiature should,

' a8 nearly as possible, comply with the
demsmds of the peopie and the fiat of
the Democratic party as enunciated in
their late platform, and provide ad-
ditional penitentiary room, and con-
fine all the convicts Inside the walls of
" the penitentiary.

-Third. A board of pardons should
be institated, whoae duties it shall be
to inquire into the condition, conduct
and career of the convicts, and when-

-ever, in their judgment, a convict
should be relieved from gervice, make
that recommendation to the Governor.
submitting a brief of the facts on
which thelr action is based. The mi-
norfty does not desire fo straddle the
Constitution and take the pardoning
power from the Governor in whom by

that instrument the power is execlu-
gively vested.

Fourth., In the interests of human-
ity and economy, the incurably dis-
eased, whenever the Governor is con-
vinced that their friends and relatives
will care for and provide for them,
should be pardoned. And when-
ever, on the sworn certificate of
the chaplain of the penitentiary,
it is discovered that any conviet has a.
real genuine incurable case of ‘the
highest order of church musie'’ relig-
ion, he should be recommended to the-
Governor for pardon. This su%gestion
is made because the minority believes.
that one of the objects of punishment.
is reformation. '

Fifth. The salary of the physicians.
at Rusk and Huntsville should be in-
creased to one thousand dollars per
annum, and they be required to de-
vote all their time to the inmates of
the penitentiaries.

That, from the very efficient ser-
vices rendered by convicts as clerks:
and bookkeepers, the appropriations
for clerk and bookkeeper e should
be reduced. Our investigation de-
veloped the fact that about all of the
work of this character is done by the
prisoners, and possibly the same sug-
gestions -will apply to stewards and
apothecaries,

Bixth. That the State go no further
in the matter of buying and stocking
farms, for the reason that when the-
convicts are all confined within the
walls the Btate will have on hand
many thousand acres of farm lands,
an untold amount of second and third
class machinery, hundreds of broken
down work sbock, r oxen, old cows.
and muley bulls, not taking into con-
sideration four or five hundred fine
large fat dogs.

In the last six years enou%h money
has been apgropriated by the Legis-
lature, together with the value of con-
vict labor, to build firat-class hotels to-
confine them in, with service, furni-
ture and menu superior to that en-
joyed by any member of the Twenty--
first Legislature. The Legislatures.
have expended more money in evad-
ing the issue of confining them in the
walls by “whipping-the-devil-around--
the-stump’’ methods,suggested by pen-
itentiary lobbyists, than would have
constructed  necessary buildings
and erected granite monuments.
to those unfortunates at work om
State farms, who, exclaiming “Give
me liberty or give me death,” fled
from the jgaping muzzle of a double-
barrelled gun loaded with blue
whistlers; or who pass in their
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checka

under the soothing
influence of a physician, who run his
pills in an old fashion bullet mould,
‘which turned out both the oblong and
the round. The labor of the convicts
¢an be utilized in building all neces-
sary penitentiary room. They can
make brick, pick rock, quarry stone,
make mortar and drive nails. The

same supervision they now have can!

superintend their work.

n the opinion of your minority, if
all the convicts cannot be now placed
within the walls, they should be hired
out. The system of hiring out is the
safest for the State. By this plan the
State incurs no risks.
to equip her farm, stock it, buy farm-
ing implements and macixinery, and
take all riska of drouth, worms, over-
Hows, freezes and failures incident to
other crops on other farms, The State,
while ail powerful in most things, can-
not influence the seasons or the clerk
of the weather, and must submit to the
same experience and vicissitudes as
less favored individuals. If the 8tate
hires her convicts oat at a fair price
she is assured of the money and takes
no risk. Under the hire or contract
system the convicts are as much un-
der State control as when worked on
a farm owned by the State. Indi-
vidual speculation is a personal right,
but State speculation and adventure is
not in keeping with our institutions
and is condemned by the people. Is
not this aystem on a parallel
-plane with *‘the ecompetition with

onest labor”’ idea? It occurs to the
minority that such is the case. The
penitentiary system should not own
and control our State government,
but should always be subordinated
thereto. The State should control
the ingtitution, and not the institution
the State. As matiers now stand it
looks as if the State government must
succumb to the influence of the peni-
tentiary system, and that the honest
yeomanry must bow to the mandatory
will of the insinuating penitentiary
iobbyists.

STATE FARMING

is barbarous, impolitic, inhuman and
a relic and prototype of slavery in ifs
worst conditions and features., All
the elements of the slave system ex-
ist, The State is the master; the ser-
geant, the overseer; the under-keeper,
the driver; the dog sergeant, the dog
trainer—and while the policy of
slavery in Texas has been abrogated
as to individuals, it would seem that
the State of Texas, m her
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]sovereign capacity, regardless of
the results of the war and
the amendments to the Constitution
cof the United {States, with a
{ tenacious tenaeity clings tothe old sys-
tem.

In regard to the method of punish-
ment at the penitentiaries, farms and
| camps, your minority is constrained
to morulize and philosophize,

l
THE WHIPPING POST

is generally conceded to be a relic of
barbarism foreign to and obnoxious to
the advanced civilization of the age.
Now takea look at penitentiary pun-
ishments, for offences not criminal and
undefined by any law, for a
violation of a simple rule of con

duct, and a rule the produc

of the arbitrary will and desires of the
penitentiary management, a convict is
stripped, bound and gagged and hit
his nine aad thirty and sometimes
more, with a strap of sole leather as
broad, as loug, as thick as the report
of the mujority and less soothing and
flattering.

It is not the intention of your mi-
nority to suggest the re-establishment
of the whipping post for miniature
felonies and ‘misdemeanors, but the’
minority presents this inquiry:

Why not have a whipping post as
a punishment and  atounement
for an offense against the law, in the
first instance, after trial by a jury of
his peers, representation by couusel,
judgment and gentence by a court,
rather than after convietion and sen-
tence to the penitentiary, have him
brutally and often unwarrantedly
beaten and whipped by guards and
brutal underkeepers for a violation or
reported violation of some penitentiary
or camp rule, without trial, without
evidence, judgment or sentence. The

prisoners  are whipped  upon
the simple ‘‘ipse ixit” of a
fellow prisoner or & guard.

Contrary to the public sentiment of
the State, inside the Eenit,entiaries
and camps are established whipping
posts, in comparison with whieh, hu-
manity and the dictates of justice con-
sidered, the old legal system is a
aragon of conservatism and excel-
ence. And consider also, that often
these barbarous, belaboring punish-
ments are inflicted to gratify the .
spleen or malice of some over-gsen-
gitive conviet guard or underkeeper.
The minority respectfully submits
these reflections to,the Legislature
and suggests that each individual Rep-
resentative and Senator put on his
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thinking cap and ask himself the
«question, “Can such things be?”’

Gentlemen of the Legislature, put
these suggestions in your legislative
Ppipes and smoke them. Inconelusion,
your minority desires to bear witness
to the efficiency of the excellent ser-
-vices rendered by Mr. H. B. Fontaine,
secretary of the visiting committee.

I would here undertake to pay a
very high compliment to my clerk,
for whose efficient services I am deeply
grateful, but in consideration of the
fact that he, as well a8 your minority
is modest and retiring in his nature, 1
refrain; and furthermore, having paid
him out of my own pocket, he will
doubtless feel satisfied as a citizen, un-
less the House of Representatives re-
imburses the minority for him as a
<clerk.

The minority also appreciates the
services and courtesies and assistance
of SBuperintendent Goree and Finan-
<ial Agent Parish, Without their as-
sistance neither the majority nor mi-
nority could have entered the peni-
tentiary, and in the absence of it cer-
tainly could not have gotten out, and
in that event your honorable bodies
‘would have been deprived of the
pleasure of perusing and digesting the
valuable Information contained in
these reporta. .
- Your minority, apologizing for

the lepgth of  this report
concludes by  saying that the
days for junketing committees
to inquire into the penitentiary and
<onvict systems have long since past,
The necessity therefor has been obvi-
ated by the publication of

HPHE EXHAUSTIVE REPORTS"?

RSP I VU —

of the superintendent and finanecial
agent and their regular attendance on
the Legislature from ‘‘early morn to
dewy eve.”? Their attitude to the Leg-
iglature is like the poor in the Serip-
tures—"“Them we have with us al-
‘ways.” They are with us when we
ameet, and on the day of adjournment
:tha;;s havg ﬁl:ﬁt de arteg;d
submit ’
poe gARKER, of Fort Bend.

The President submitted the rail-
‘road commission, bill as

UNFINISHED BUSINESS,

And annocunced that Senator Tyler
shad the floor.
: Bdenator Tyler yielded the floor,
a0

On motion of Senator Claiborne,
- The proceedings in the House of
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Representatives of the unveiling and
presentation to the State of Texas of
the portrait of Mtephen F. Austin
were ordered to be printed in the
Journal, .

[See ante, pages 353 to 360.]

On motion of Senator McDonald

House Bubstifute Senate bill No. 1,
a bill to be entitled ‘*An act to pro-
vide for the printing and publishing
the decisions of the Supreme Court of

A ppeals for the State ot Texas,”
as taken up out of its order by
the following vote:

YEAS—29.
Abercrombie, Johnson,
Allen, Kimbrough,
Armistead, Lane,
Actlee, Maetze,
Burges, MeDonald,
Burney, Morris,
Claiborne, Seale,
Cranford, Simkins,
Davis, Sims,

Field, Stephens,
Frauk, Townsend,
Glasscock, Tyler,
Harrison, Upshaw,
Ingram, Woodward.
Jarvis,
NAVY8—None,
ABSENT—I1.
Pope.

Senator McDonald moved to suspend
the cons.itutional rule to read the bill
the second time.

Adopted by the following vote:

YEAS—30.
Abercrombie, Johnson,
Allen, Kimbrough,
Armistead, Lane,
Atlee, Maetze,
Burges, McDouald,
Burney, Morria. -
Claiborne, Pope,
Cranford, Seale,
Davis, Simkins,
Field, ‘ms
Frank, Stepflens,
Glasscock, Townsend,
Harrisou, Tyler,
Ingram, Upshaw,
Jarvis, oodward.

NAYS—Done,

The bill was read the secpnd time
and passed to its third reading.

On motion of Benator McDonald

The constitutional rule was further
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suspended to Sut the bill on its third
nal passage by the fol-

reading and
lowing vote:

YEAS—30.

Abercrombie, Johnson,
Allen, Kimbrough,
Armistead, Lane,
Atlee, Maetze,
Burges, MeDonald,
Burney, Morris,
Claiborne, Pope,
Cranford, Senle,
Davis, SimKkins,
Field, Sims,
Frank, Stephens
(Glasscock, Townsend,
Harrison, Tyler,
Ingram, Upshaw,
Jarvis, Woodward.

NAys—None.

The bill was read the third time

allu

Pagsed by the following vote:

YEAS—30.

A bercrombie, Johnson,
Allen, Kimbrough,
Armigtead, Lane,
Atlee, Maetz,
Burges, McDonald,
Burney, Morris,
Clriborne, Pope,
Cranford, Seale,
Davis, Simkins,
Field, Simg,
Frank, Stephens,
Glagscock, Townsend,
Harrison, '%‘jyler,
Ingram, shaw,
Jarvis, Woodward.

NAYs—None

Oun motion of Senator Glasscock,
House concurrent resolution relative
the safe from the Tem-
tol, known as the State
easurer’s safe, into the office of the
Superintendent of Public Instruction,
was taken up out of its regular order,

to removinp}
}%orary Cap
r

and

On motion of Senator Claiborne,
The resolution was postponed one

section 2,

3 and 5 of an act
in relation to chattel

mortgages

and other instruments intended to op-
erate as mortgages of or liens upon

personal property and the

record

thereof, approved April 22, 1879.""
The bill was read the second time
with a favorable committee report and

ordered engrossed.

On motion of Senator Harrison,
Tne constitutional rule was sus-

pended to
reading an
lowing vote:

ut the bill on its third
final passage by the fol.

YEAS—30.
Abercrombie, Johnson,
Allen, Kimbrough,
Armistead, Lane,
Atlee, Maetze,
Burges, McDonald,
Burney, Morris,
Claiborne, Pope,
Cranfnrd, Neale,
Davis, Simkins,
Field, Sims
Frank, Stepﬁens,
Glasscock, Townsend,
Harrison, Tyler,
Ingram, Upshaw,

Woodward.

Jarvis,

NAYS—None,

The bill was read the third time and.
Passed by the following vote:

YEAS—29.

Abercrombie, Johnson,
Allen, Kimbrough,
A rmistead, Lane,
Atlee, Maetze,
Burges, McDonald,
Burney, Morris,
Claiborne, Beale,
Cranford, Simkins,
Davis, Simg
Field, Stephens
Frank, Townsend,
Glasscock, %ylez ,
Harrison, shaw,
Ingram, Woodward.
Jarvis,

NAYS—none.

ABSENT—I, )
Pope.

Senator Tyler resumed the floor and

day.
The President referred House bill
No. 486 to the Committee on State

Affairs.
On motion of Senator Harrison the

regular order was suspended to take

up out of itg order Senate bill No. 151
a%ill to be entitled ““An act to amenc{

made a lengthy argument in favor of a
railroad co ssion.

Senator Stephens gained the floor to
speak to the pending question, but
yielded for the morning with the un-
derstanding that he be allowed it
when the Senate met in the afternoon..
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Senator Burges gave notice that he | On motion of Senator Burges,

revious question

would move the
g on the railroad

next Tuesday morn
commission bill.

By permission the following docu-
ment was sent up:

By Senator Pope:

CoMMITTEE RooM,
AusTIN, February 28, 1889,

Hon. T. B, Wheeler, President of the
Senate: :
Your committee on Internal Im-

provementa, to whom waas referred

Senate bill No. 311, entitled *“An act
o amend chapter 11, title 84. of the
Revised Civil Statutes of the State of
Texas, 80 as to add tnereto another
article to be known as article 4260a,
which provides that the purchaser or
purchasers of the roadbed, track,
franchise, or chartered right of a rail-
way company, sold out under decree
of court or otherwise, may form a cor-
poration for the purpose of acquiring,
owning maintaining and operating
such sold out property,”

Have had the same under consider-
ation and instruct me to report it back
to the Senate with the recommenda-
tion that it do pass,.

All of which is respectfully sub-
mitted.

PoPE,
. Chairman.

Bill read first time.

By Senator Kimbrough:

A bill to be entitled ‘*An act for the
relief of the firm of M. D. Garlington
& Co. for loss on shipment of fruit in-
curred in the State of Texas about
October 3, 1887.”

Referred to the Committee on Claims
and Accounts.

By Benator Armistead:

A bill to be entitled “An act mak-
ing an appropriation for the payment
of costs due officers of Marion county
in suits instituted in the distriet court
of Marion county, under an act of the
Leglslatute of the State of Texas, en-
titled an act providing for the con-
demnation and sale of land for delin-
quent taxes, approved June 2, 1878,

Referred to Committee on Claims
and Accounts.

By Sen2tor Wooodward:

Petition of fifty-two citizens of
DeWitt county, opposing & railroad
commission. .

Referred to Committee on Internal
Improvements.

The Senate adjourned till 2:3¢ p. m.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Henate met pursuant to adjourn-
ment.

Roll called.

No quorum present.

The Sergeant-at-Arms was dis-
E_?tched to bring in the absent Sena-

rs.

A sufficient number of BSenators
having arrived to complete the quo-
rum, the President announced a quo-
rum present,and that Senator Stephens
had the floor to discuss the pendin
business, the railroad commission bili.

Senator Stephens yielded the floor
to Senator Townsend, who offered the
following resolution:

Resolved, That the discussion on
the railway commission be confined to
the afternoon sessions from and after
to-day.

The resolution was lost.

Benator Stephens made a strong ar-
gument against the pending commis-
sion bills,

Senator Kimbrough made a lengthy
argument in favor of the pending
question,

Senator Allen obtained the floor,
and on motion of

Senator Townsond, the
Ness wWas post.poneci ti'l
after morning call.

Senator Allen entitled to the floor.

nding busi-
to-morrow

Senator Cranford sent up the follow--
ing privileged reporta:

CoMMITTEE ROOM,
AusTIN, February 28, 1889,

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the
Senate:

Your Committee on Engrossed Bills.
have carefully examined and com-
pared

Senate bill No, 94, being “An act to-
legalize the donation of property, to-
establish or assist in extablishing pro--
fessorships or scholarships in the Uni-
versity ot Texas, or any of its branches
and to provide for the security and
protection of their benefits in accom--
plishing the objects of their donors,'*

And find the same correctly en-
grossed.

CRANFORD,
Chairman.
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CoMMITTEE RooMm,
AUsTIN, Fetruary 28, 1889,

Hon., T. B. Wheeler, President of the
Senale:
Your Committee on Engrossed Bills
have carefully examin and com-

pared

SBubstitute Senate bill No. 280, enti-
tled ‘“An act to regulate civil actions
for libel, slander and defamation of
character,”

And find the same correctly en-
&ros-ed.

CRANFORD,
Chairman.

COMMITTEE RoOM,
AUSTIN, February 28, 1889,

Hon, T. B, Wheeler, President of the
Senate:
Your Committee on Engrossed Bills
have carefully examin and com-

AT
P Senate bill No. 151, being “An act
to amend sections 2, 3 and 5 of an aet
in relation to chattel mortgages and
other instruments intended to operate
as mortgages of or liens upon personal
property and the record thereof, ap-
proved April 22, 1879,"

And find the same correctly en-
grossed.

CRAXNFORD,
Chairman.

CoMMITTEE ROOM,
AusTIN, February 28, 1889.
Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the

Sencte:

Your Committee on Engrossed Bills
have carefully examined and com-
pared

Senate bill No. 220, bein
to amend article 218 of the
of the State of Texas,”

And find the same correctly en-
grossed. CRANFORD,
Chairman.

On motion of SBenator Armistead,
Senate adjourned until 10 o’clock to-
morrow morning.

“An act
enal Code

—— e e

FORTY-THIRD DAY.

SENATE CHAMBER,
AUSTIN, March 1, 1889.

Senate met pursuant to adjourn-
ment.

Lieutenant-Governor Wheeler in the
whair.

Roll called.

Quorum present.

Prayer by the Chapiain, Dr. Smoot.

On motion of Senator Davis,

The reading of the Journal of yes-
terday was dispensed with.

On motion of Senator Armistead,

Senator McDonald was excused un-
til Monday, on account of important
business.

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS.

By Benator Cranford:

Petition of seventy-eight citizens of
Camp county, consisting ot merchants,
business men and farmers, opposing a
railroad commission.

Referred to Committee on Internal
Improvements.

By SBenator Sims;

Petition of citizens of Shackelford
county, favoring a railroad commis-
sion,

Referred to Committee on Internal
Improvements,

Resolution of Jones County Farmers'
Alliance, favoring a railroad commis-
sion.

Referred to Committee on Internal
Improvements.

By Senator Armistead:

Petition of county and precinct offi-
cers of Marion county, asking the Leg-
islature to purchase and distribute
Sayles’ Civil and Willson's Criminal
Statutes.
1\Referred to Judiciary Committee

NO. 1. .

By Senator Abercrombie:

Two petitions of ritizens of Harris
county, opposing a railroad commis-
sion.

Referred to Committee on Internal
Improvements,

By Senator Claiborne: .
Petition of county officers of Mata-
gorda county, asking the Legislature
to purchase and distribute Sayles’
Civil and Willson’s Criminal Statutes.
NRelferred to Judiciary Committee
o.1. :

By Senator Upshaw:
Petition of citizens of Ellis county,

‘opposing a railroad commission.

ferred to Comnmittee on Internal
Improvements. y

By Senator Simkins: .

Petition of fifty-two citizens of Na-
varro county, opposing a railroad com-
mission.



